
Botanical Studies 
6th Graders draw inspiration from Loma’s garden 
	  
	  
	  



Color Mixing 
Exploring color 

 

Hello 6th grade parents, 
 
While waiting for their clay faces to dry sufficiently for 
firing in the kiln, the students turned their attention to 
color work. Working with leaf rubbings, the kids have 
been learning to work with colored pencils. 
Specifically, layering colors and mixing for richer, 
more vibrant color.  
 

As their color work 
was good, we also 
introduced 
working with 
watercolors. The 
students learned 
basic techniques 
such as loading 
their bush 
correctly, and not 
over saturating 
their paper. The 
emphasis was 
placed on color 
mixing and value.  
 

 
Using crayons to take rubbings from the 
leaves allowed the kids to really notice 
the textures and shapes, and also 
removed the stress of what would 
otherwise be a difficult drawing.  Their 
focus was placed instead on quality color 
observation, exploration and execution. 
	  
	  



 

       
 

       
 

       
 

         



Observational 
Drawing 

Learning to look, rather then using symbols 
 

As the weather had been so pleasant, we decided to do the botanical observational study 
outside in the garden. The drawing was difficult for some, but they preserved. Rather then 

trying to draw the entirety of the plant they were observing, the students attempted to closely 
observe and notice key characteristics and differences in portions of the plants. I think they 
really enjoyed being outdoors for these classes, and I was impressed with their focus and 

quiet behavior. 
 
 

	  	  	   	  	  	   	  
	  

	  	  	   	  	  	   	  
	  
	  



	  	  	   	  	  	   	  
	  

	  	   	  	   	  
	  

	  	   	  
	  



	  	   	   	  
	  

	  	   	  	   	  
	  

	  
 

 


